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Abstract 

Social media platforms play a massive role in driving 21st century protests. While networks like Twitter are widely 

recognized as primary catalysts for political activism, empirical quantitative data remains limited regarding Facebook's 

ability to mobilize physical protest turnout in Nigeria. To address this critical academic gap, this study investigated how 

sharing specific content on Facebook, such as police victimisation scenes, economic hardship scenarios, and protest 

situational reports, correlates with actual participation in the historic 2020 End Special Anti-Robbery Squad (#EndSARS) 

movement in Nigeria. Using a survey-based quantitative design, the study analysed statistical relationships across a broad 

sample to ensure the insights accurately reflect the larger target population. The findings reveal that sharing situational 

reports and clear evidence of police victimisation significantly expands active demonstrations by drawing more citizens to 

active protests. Conversely, sharing stories about economic grievances showed no meaningful connection to immediate 

physical turnout. Based on these insights, the study recommends careful platform moderation during active civic unrest 

to discourage highly inflammatory posts that rapidly worsen conflicts. Ultimately, this specific research offers a fresh 

perspective on digital activism, proving that Facebook is an essential catalyst for modern social movements. 
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1. Introduction 

In this digital era, social media platforms have proven to be among the most effective tools for mobilising 

individuals virtually for a collective cause. Despite their numerous standard roles, such as facilitating 

socialisation and information circulation, these platforms serve as prominent catalysts for social movements 

and prompt people to take physical action (Abimbade et al., 2022; Frank, 2022). This stands in stark contrast 

to more individualised digital tools like email, where research shows that social integrative needs have no 

significant impact on communication satisfaction, which is instead driven heavily by personal motives 

(Anumudu et al., 2021). Consequently, understanding how a collective, socially-driven platform like 

Facebook bridges this gap is critical to evaluating modern protest mobilisation. 

Beyond individual connections, these platforms are deployed globally to instigate public protests and 

mobilise citizens en masse (Taha, 2023). However, the specific strategic approaches through which they are 

leveraged vary significantly by region. For example, social media can be used for expressing political views, 

managing grassroots activities, and updating individuals outside core organisations during a movement 

(Kamaruzzaman, 2022). The Lebanese public, for instance, employed these networks to enlighten citizens 

during the country’s revolutionary crises (Kairouz & Dagher, 2020). This highlights how digital networks 

function as vital communication channels during periods of intense civil demonstration. 

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1020-9054
mailto:chinedu.anumudu@bazeuniversity.edu.ng
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6028-0225
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-5604-7889


Anumudu, C. E., Harris, I., & Memfin, E. I. 

e-ISSN: 1646-5954 | Observatorio (OBS*) | 2026 | Early Access  

2 

In addition to being utilised for disseminating real-time information during social movements, social media 

platforms serve as a primary means of framing structural political issues, alongside wider social and cultural 

crises (Xu & Zhang, 2024). Opposition political parties have similarly maximised these outlets to pilot their 

grievances, using them to invigorate organizational capacities and drive mobilisation when necessitated 

(Houeland, 2020). Notwithstanding the benefits of using social media platforms for positive mobilisation 

during demonstrations, they can also be used negatively to escalate civil unrest, especially when deliberate 

situational reports are posted by protesters from their various locations. To achieve the goals of a protest, 

prominent platforms such as Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter are maximised by agitators to 

promote the events of social movements. This dynamic was clearly demonstrated by Nigerian youths during 

the historic #EndSARS demonstrations, which called for the disbandment of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad 

(Bodunrin & Matsilele, 2024; Nwafor & Nwabuzor, 2021). These platforms are frequently exploited when 

there is a strategic need to position a threatening situation and agitate for fundamental rights (Labben, 

2022). Similar scenarios are regularly evidenced in Nigeria whenever protest cases arise, even when the 

immediate circumstances may not be the root causes of the ongoing unrest (Abimbade et al., 2022; Maradun 

et al., 2021). For example, protesters could exploit economic situation updates, even though these issues 

are not the foundational cause of a specific gathering, simply to solicit more participants and thereby escalate 

the protest. To buttress this point, it was witnessed during the Oduduwa group protests in Nigeria that 

agitators were instigated by baseless generalisations, victimisation, and targeted individual or group 

polarisation broadcast across social media platforms (Aminu & Chiluwa, 2023). 

Given the potential benefits and risks of using social media to share information during crises, it is vital to 

understand the precise categories of information that prompted thousands of individuals to join the 2020 

#EndSARS protest. The Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) was originally established as a specialized 

branch of the Nigerian Police Force (NPF) and was mandated to address matters of armed robbery, 

kidnapping, and related criminalities across Nigerian states. The #EndSARS protest is arguably one of the 

modern demonstrations that has gained the most remarkable attention globally. The physical protest took 

place in Nigeria on Thursday, 8 October 2020, as a provoked reaction to systemic police victimisation 

(Iwuoha & Aniche, 2022). However, what started as a localized movement to eradicate specific forms of 

institutional menace rapidly became a massive catalyst for protest in Nigeria’s recent history. Multiple 

accounts, both from official reports and online platforms, detailing the unruly activities of SARS were severely 

exacerbated by a viral video showing the brutal shooting of a young Nigerian whom the squad suspected to 

be an armed robber. This event was alleged to have taken place at the Wetland Hotel in Ughelli, Delta State, 

and was shared widely on social media on 4 October 2020 (Blessing et al., 2021). This viral video is widely 

conceived as the direct trigger for the nationwide protest that drew citizens onto the streets of multiple 

Nigerian states and sparked intense online debates across the globe. 

While social media has been firmly established as a catalyst for this unrest, specific issues, such as users 

sharing police victimisation scenes, economic hardship scenarios, and live situational reports to draw more 

participation, have increasingly attracted the attention of contemporary scholars. Consequently, it remains 

critical to explore whether these distinct information types served as the core triggers for joining and 

escalating the movement (Adeniyi, 2022; Dim, 2023; Uwalaka et al., 2023). Therefore, this study aims to 

evaluate the statistical relationships between sharing these specific content types on social media and actual 

protest participation. To address the existing empirical gap, this study focuses explicitly on Facebook users 



  Observatorio (OBS*) 

e-ISSN: 1646-5954 | Observatorio (OBS*) | 2026 | Early Access  

3 

and platforms, given that the majority of previous related studies have been strictly limited to alternative 

networks such as Twitter (Bodunrin & Matsilele, 2024). 

Furthermore, previous researchers who have employed framing theory to study similar socio-political issues 

have faced distinct methodological limitations, as they relied almost exclusively on qualitative content 

analyses (Omeni, 2022; Ugochukwu et al., 2021). Consequently, their findings lacked empirical 

generalisability. There is a clear academic need to quantitatively explore the perceptions of Facebook users 

regarding these identified factors to determine whether sharing such information significantly influences 

active participation, which forms the core justification for this correlation study. Given the potential 

generalisability benefits of this research, it is vital to gain an enhanced understanding of the underlying 

mechanisms through a structured quantitative approach.  

This study, therefore, aims to determine whether correlations exist between sharing police victimisation 

scenes, economic hardship scenarios, and protest situational reports on Facebook, and actual protest 

participation. It is believed that the outcomes of this study will help social media users to decisively evaluate 

their choices when faced with the option of joining a social movement blindly due to the specific posts they 

encounter online. To answer this overarching question and fill the identified empirical gap, this study aims 

to achieve the following specific research objectives: 

1. To profile the descriptive characteristics and distribution patterns of the three Facebook sharing 

behaviours (police victimisation scenes, economic hardship scenarios, and protest situational reports) 

and #EndSARS protest participation. 

2. To ascertain whether there is a correlation between sharing police victimisation scenes on Facebook 

and #EndSARS protest participation. 

3. To evaluate whether there is a correlation between sharing economic hardship scenarios on 

Facebook and #EndSARS protest participation. 

4. To examine whether there is a correlation between sharing protest situational reports on Facebook 

and #EndSARS protest participation. 

5. To determine the extent of influence sharing police victimisation scenes, economic hardship 

scenarios, and protest situational reports have on #EndSARS protest participation. 

 

To achieve the objectives stated above, the following research hypotheses were formulated and will be 

tested at α = .01 level of significance 

• H₁: There is a significant correlation between sharing police victimisation scenes on Facebook and 

#EndSARS protest participation. 

• H₂: There is a significant correlation between sharing economic hardship scenarios on Facebook 

and #EndSARS protest participation. 

• H₃: There is a significant correlation between sharing protest situational reports on Facebook and 

#EndSARS protest participation. 

• H₄: Facebook sharing behaviours (police victimisation scenes, economic hardship scenarios, and 

protest situational reports) significantly influence #EndSARS protest participation. 
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2. Literature Review 

2.1. Sharing Police Victimization Scenes and Protest Participation 

Police victimisation remains one of the salient realities that have garnered societal remonstration in the 21st 

century. Despite the dimension of these arguments, the consensus indicates that it poses a growing 

challenge to social harmony (Girardi, 2022; Stanek et al., 2023). The hydra-headed nature of police 

victimisation makes it difficult to arrive at a unified conceptualisation; thus, scholars approach it from 

different perspectives. Arguing from a racial viewpoint, Stinson et al. (2021) highlight evidence of racial 

disparities in the use of police force, including situations involving noncustodial encounters, physical 

restraints, taser deployment, and victimisation in fatal police shootings. Conversely, Simmler et al. (2021) 

argue that police officers are often the victims rather than the culprits of victimisation, noting that policing 

is one of the most dangerous and stressful occupations. This is because the role involves multiple inherent 

risks that consequently produce high rates of occupational victimisation. While these varying opinions are 

acknowledged, the broader concept of police victimisation resonates heavily with the realities of 

dehumanisation, which ultimately acts as a catalyst for public action. 

The dawn of social media amplified the realities of the police victimisation scene, making it a catalyst for 

protest mobilisation. Hence, police victimisation scenes have been identified as one of the primary triggers 

that elicit protest participation (Lu & Peng, 2024). The effect of social media on protest participation, 

especially when users encounter police victimisation videos, is widely acknowledged. Establishing the role 

of social media in circulating such videos, Lavender and Peetz (2022) argue that although sometimes decried 

as 'merely performative' or superficial, social media remains a major force and facilitator of contemporary 

protest. This argument provides critical insight into the capacity of social media to mobilise individuals for 

protest movements. Valenzuela et al. (2020) expand on this perspective by identifying social media platforms 

like Facebook as highly effective channels for driving protest participation. According to Valenzuela et al. 

(2020), Facebook efficiently promotes engagement by providing the social pressure and reinforcement 

needed to engage in high-risk, time-consuming actions such as street demonstrations, which are interactions 

typically fostered within strong-tie networks. While Valenzuela et al. established the potency of Facebook as 

a catalyst for protest participation, Duncombe (2020) identified both still and motion images as central 

mechanisms through which the platform mobilises the public. The scholar further illustrated that billions of 

images and videos (such as photos, cartoons, GIFs, and short video clips) are exchanged by users across 

platforms to facilitate or elicit participation, especially on notable sites like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram. 

Facebook is of specific interest to this study due to the empirical attention it has received regarding global 

protest participation. Acknowledged as one of the social media platforms with the largest user bases, 

particularly in developing countries, Facebook is considered a vital catalyst for protest participation compared 

to its digital counterparts (Abdullahi et al., 2022; Azab, 2023; Kim, 2020; Urman et al., 2021). 

Even though Facebook has been established as one of the tools that played significant roles in the #EndSARS 

protest, the extent to which it played this role is still a matter of inquiry (Aboh, 2024). Hence, the need to 

underscore the relationship between sharing police victimisation scenes and protest participation becomes 

imperative. Prominent among the significance of this study is its ability to respond to the question of the 

extent to which Facebook mobilised people for #EndSARS protest participation (Olzak, 2021; Iwuoha & 

Aniche, 2022). Therefore, the study hypothesizes that: 
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H₁: There is a significant correlation between sharing police victimisation scenes on Facebook and 

#EndSARS protest participation. 

2.2. Sharing Economic Hardship Scenarios on Facebook and Protest Participation 

Economic hardship is a global reality, even though the degree may differ, especially when developing 

countries in Africa are considered. Asiamah (2024) concurs that economic hardships resulting from 

macroeconomic crises are experienced differently by developing countries where State welfare support is 

limited. Defined as diverse forms of deprivation arising from financial distress, economic hardship manifests 

itself in different ways. However, a common factor that has elicited widespread academic debate is its ability 

to function as a catalyst for protest participation (Jungkunz, 2024; Zharima et al., 2024). Affirming the role 

of economic hardship in driving protests, Oana et al. (2024) hold that when austerity and economic hardship 

rose, protests became ubiquitous across Europe, even in unusual cases. Other scholars not only concur 

regarding the nexus between economic hardships and protest mobilisation, but they also expand on the 

arguments by discussing how social media amplifies economic hardship, thereby leading to protest 

participation. In fact, Brantly (2019) notes that the impact of social media on revolutions has grown 

significantly in importance in recent years. 

Furthermore, Scherman and Rivera (2021) deepened the arguments of Brantly by emphasising that social 

media has been particularly important for understanding the participation of citizens in protests around the 

world. Thus, the scholars argued that social media does not elicit protest participation in a vacuum, but 

rather depends on other societal factors. According to Lee and Ahmed (2024), limited theoretical attention 

has been paid to how social media interacts with other critical drivers of protest engagement, such as 

political efficacy and economic status. Furthering the arguments of Lee and Ahmed, this study intends to 

explore whether there is a connection between sharing economic hardship scenarios on Facebook during a 

protest period and actual protest participation. 

Additionally, Uwalaka and Nwala (2023) affirm that many socio-political protest studies have uncovered that 

social media platforms such as Facebook and Twitter can facilitate protest participation when used to share 

updates during protests. While studies on the relationship between social media posting and protest 

participation are acknowledged, a paucity of research exists regarding the relationship between posting 

economic hardship scenarios on Facebook and actual protest participation. Consequently, this study is 

imperative because it provides insight into the relationship between posting economic hardship scenarios 

on Facebook and protest participation, which addresses the question of how Facebook elicits protest 

participation. Therefore, the #EndSARS protest underscores the need to evaluate the potency of social 

media, especially Facebook, in mobilising protest participation (Olagunju et al., 2022). With the #EndSARS 

protest in view, this study attempts to investigate the potency of sharing economic hardship scenarios on 

Facebook during a protest period. The current study, therefore, postulates that: 

H₂: There is a significant correlation between sharing economic hardship scenarios on Facebook and 

#EndSARS protest participation. 
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2.3. Sharing Protest Situational Reports on Facebook and Protest Participation 

Protests are dynamic, either planned or spontaneous, and build momentum as they unfold over time. Today, 

providing real-time situational reports is no longer the sole responsibility of traditional media, as protesters 

increasingly use platforms like Facebook to share updates. However, the reliability of these crowd-sourced 

reports remains a subject of intense debate. For instance, Mercea et al. (2024) argue that not all social 

media updates are validated, pointing out that many updates are either about minor issues or old events 

that are already over. 

Historically, one of the key reasons traditional media channels like newspapers ranked higher than television 

networks during crises is because print media was mobile. In the contemporary digital landscape, this 

mobility implies that the target audience can access updates about ongoing protests anywhere, instantly 

share them on Facebook, and occasionally exaggerate them. This rapid dissemination heavily influences the 

disposition of Facebook users during protests. The arguments of Adegbola et al. (2022) establish the potency 

of situational reports in shaping protest outlooks, especially regarding human disposition. They also propose 

that news reporting significantly aids audiences in the formation of attitudes and opinions about ongoing 

incidents. 

Furthermore, Stamps and Mastro (2020) buttress the argument of Adegbola et al. (2022) by highlighting 

how the format of a protest's situational report elicits a participatory reaction from the audience. According 

to Stamps and Mastro, visual images appear to play a dominant role over text in determining behavioural 

responses, with anger and fear mediating this relationship. Having established the pertinence of situational 

reports, the issues of media ownership and access to information mirror the impact of social media in 

changing the face of crisis communication. Social media is currently revolutionising protest situational 

reports. Susánszky et al. (2022) examined the temporal dimension of social media communication and the 

concept of 'real-time'. This term describes media platforms characterised by fresh, dynamic, or continuously 

processed content. Therefore, individuals who are eyewitnesses or active protesters can post situational 

reports that transform from mere updates into catalysts for protest participation. 

In this regard, Facebook is one of the primary social media platforms that allow citizens to report situational 

updates, a dynamic that was clearly evident during the #EndSARS protest. While discussing the effect of 

Facebook on the #EndSARS protest, Uwalaka (2023) affirms that using Facebook for protest documentation 

is the second strongest predictor of documenting participation and joining on the first day of the protest, 

with an odds ratio of 4.72. This brings to the fore the need to understand the extent to which Facebook 

mobilises individuals for protest participation. As one of the most efficient platforms widely used by 

Nigerians, posting situational reports on Facebook was a primary mechanism for raising awareness about 

the #EndSARS protest. However, whether a connection exists between sharing protest situational reports 

on Facebook and actual protest participation has not been sufficiently studied. Consequently, this study 

hypothesises that: 

H₃: There is a significant relationship between sharing protest situational reports on Facebook and 

#EndSARS protest participation. 
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Figure 1: Analytical Model of Facebook Content Sharing and Protest Participation 

 

 

3. Theoretical Framework 

Framing theory underpins this study because it addresses the relationship between message presentation, 

internalisation, and audience choice. The theory provides insight into how messages are structured to attract 

audience attention, particularly within information environments where multiple messages consistently 

compete for public engagement. Bullock and Shulman (2021) concur that, as a message design strategy, 

framing refers to the strategic presentation of information in a manner that draws attention toward certain 

aspects of an issue while simultaneously drawing attention away from others. Consequently, applying 

framing theory requires examining both the specific issues being framed and the communication strategies 

deployed in that framing. Framing theory gained widespread academic prominence after Erving Goffman 

published his foundational book, Frame Analysis, in 1974, which applied the concept of framing to everyday 

communication situations. Its unique capacity to provide insight into why disseminated messages elicit 

specific behaviours and actions makes framing theory highly suitable for this investigation. Kuan et al. (2021) 

elaborate that framing goes a step further by explaining how an issue is presented, proposing that the media 

focus on specific events and subsequently place them within a distinct field of meaning. Prior studies have 

widely acknowledged the structural effects of framing and how it influences public activism, particularly 

when reports of demonstrations are brought to the fore. For instance, Harlow and Brown (2022) observe 

that journalistic reporting can stifle collective action by depicting protests as inherently disruptive or by 

ignoring them entirely. Brown and Mourão (2022) build directly upon the arguments of Harlow and Brown 

by discussing the cause-and-effect dynamics of media framing. According to Brown and Mourão (2022), 

mainstream news consumption, though producing predominantly delegitimising coverage, can still correlate 

with increased public support for social movements like Black Lives Matter. While these foundational studies 

focused primarily on traditional media houses, this study pivots toward alternative media environments. 

Specifically, it explores the relationships between sharing police victimisation scenes, economic hardship 

scenarios, and protest situational reports on social media platforms, such as Facebook, and actual protest 

participation. Consequently, this study argues that the framing of protests on social media holds the distinct 

potential to elicit physical protest participation, depending heavily on the specific issues being framed and 

the grassroots strategies deployed in disseminating that information. By acknowledging the revolutionising 

effect of social media on contemporary journalism, this study expands on the operational effects of framing. 

It highlights the potential that user-generated posts on Facebook have when framing critical issues, such as 

police victimisation, economic hardship scenarios, and live protest situational reports. The digital 
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presentation of live stories and real-time events during the #EndSARS protest by ordinary citizens on 

Facebook serves as the primary premise for evaluating active protest dynamics and the broader socio-

political effect of Facebook posting (Uwalaka & Nwala, 2023). Hence, this study maintains that a direct 

relationship exists between the digital portrayal of certain dominant societal issues on Facebook and physical 

protest participation. 

 

4. Methodology 

This study uses a quantitative method to achieve its objectives and test hypotheses regarding Facebook 

engagement and protest participation. Specifically, it examines the correlations between the sharing of police 

victimisation scenes, economic hardship scenarios, and protest situational reports on Facebook and actual 

protest participation. A quantitative approach is appropriate here because this study relies on statistical 

quantification. Ultimately, inferential analysis enables hypothesis testing and generalisation across the target 

population (Kumari et al., 2023). 

The key variables in this study were measured using questions adapted from previous scholarly works. To 

measure the sharing of police victimisation scenes, 10 items were adapted from Kim (2023), whose study 

explored media consumption, police victimisation, and public discernment of safety. Sample items from this 

scale include, 'I regularly repost videos and images showing scenes of police victimisation on my Facebook 

accounts,' and, 'When I see an online video of someone being victimised by police, I actively forward or 

post it to Facebook to raise awareness among my friends.' 

To examine the sharing of economic hardship scenarios on Facebook, nine questions were adapted from 

Jachimowicz et al. (2020) and Sun et al. (2022). These sources explored economic inequalities and their 

intensification of financial hardship, alongside household financial abilities and economic hardship. Examples 

of these adapted statements include, 'I share posts on Facebook about my household's economic hardship,' 

and, 'I post on Facebook about how inequality worsens economic hardship.' 

Regarding the sharing of protest situational reports on Facebook, 10 questions were adapted from scholars 

who previously investigated social media and protest enlistment, as well as social media utilisation and 

pathways to protest involvement (Breuer et al., 2015; Scherman & Rivera, 2021). Sample items include, 'I 

regularly share real-time protest situational reports on Facebook to help others coordinate and navigate 

active demonstration sites,' and, 'When traditional media coverage is limited, I post protest situational 

reports on Facebook to inform my friends about what is actually happening on the ground.' 

Finally, protest participation was measured using 10 questions adapted from Kwak (2022), whose study 

examined protest potential partaking through a survey data recycling framework. Items measuring this 

variable include, 'I have actively attended or taken part in public demonstrations or protest marches in the 

past,' and, 'I am willing to participate in public demonstrations or protest marches in the future if a social 

issue matters to me.' 

The study population comprised undergraduate students at Bingham University, a private university in 

Nasarawa State, Nigeria, who followed updates on the #EndSARS protest via Facebook. According to records 
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from the institution’s students’ affairs unit, the total student population was 3,000. A sample size of 353 was 

determined using the Yamane formula, n = N / (1 + Ne²) as demonstrated by Uakarn et al. (2021). 

Data for this study were generated through an online survey questionnaire distributed via digital platforms, 

including Facebook, WhatsApp, and email, which was methodologically superior to face-to-face distribution 

for this specific research. Since the study evaluates the extent to which digital content on Facebook mobilised 

or incentivised individuals to take part in physical street protests, sampling respondents within their native 

digital environment guaranteed that every participant was an active social media user directly exposed to 

the 2020 #EndSARS updates. Consequently, the target population strictly comprised undergraduate 

students at Bingham University who followed protest updates via Facebook. 

To achieve the target sample size of 353, the study utilised a combination of purposive and convenience 

sampling techniques. This approach was purposive because it strictly targeted undergraduate students at 

Bingham University who met the criteria of active social media usage during the 2020 protests. To reach 

these respondents, the open-access survey link was broadcast and pinned within high-traffic institutional 

student e-forums, Facebook groups, and WhatsApp chats, remaining live and monitored daily until exactly 

353 fully completed responses were digitally recorded in the database. 

Strict ethical guidelines and data privacy protocols were maintained throughout this digital process. The 

researchers did not harvest or independently access a private database of respondents' social media handles 

or contact details; email addresses were only provided voluntarily by respondents within the form to validate 

submissions and prevent duplicate entries. Furthermore, the survey's landing page served as an Informed 

Consent Form detailing the study's academic purpose and guaranteeing absolute anonymity. To enforce 

strict eligibility, the form included a mandatory screening mechanism: only respondents who explicitly 

checked that they followed the protest updates via Facebook and were willing to participate were allowed 

to proceed, while those who indicated they did not follow the updates were automatically barred from filling 

out the questionnaire. 

Both the descriptive parts and the three correlation objectives were analysed via the Statistical Package for 

the Social Sciences (SPSS). However, before arriving at the hypotheses of the study, a reliability test was 

run among the four variables to ascertain the internal consistency of the collected data. The outcomes, as 

presented in Table 1, showed that the four variables were highly reliable. This was evidenced by their 

Cronbach's alpha values; specifically, all Cronbach's alpha values were greater than .70, as demonstrated 

by Sarstedt et al. (2019). 

Furthermore, the data were analysed quantitatively using statistical software. For all hypothesis testing, the 

significance threshold was set at a conservative level of α = .01, rather than the conventional social science 

baseline of (.05). This stringent cutoff was chosen to account for the study's moderately large sample size 

(N = 353). With a sample exceeding 300, a standard (.05) threshold can artificially inflate statistical power 

and flag weak or trivial relationships as significant (Lakens et al., 2018; Miller & Ulrich, 2019). Restricting 

the alpha level to (alpha = .01) minimises the risk of Type I errors (false positives), ensuring that only highly 

robust and meaningful correlation dynamics are reported. 
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Table 1: Variables’ reliability outcomes 

Variables Numbers 

of items 

Cronbach Alpha 

Sharing Protest Situational 

Reports 

10 .91 

Sharing Police Victimization 

Scenes 

10 .79 

Sharing Economic Hardship 

Scenarios 

9 .76 

Protest Participation 10 .86 

Source: authors’ own elaboration 

 

5. Results and Discussion 

This section presents and discusses the findings of the study; however, before proceeding to the findings 

of the individual objectives, the demographic factors of the respondents are presented in Table 2. 

Table 2 establishes a critical baseline for understanding the sample population, which consists entirely of 

active Facebook users who monitored the #EndSARS protest updates on the platform. The distribution 

across gender, age, marital status, and academic level reflects specific socio-cultural dynamics that influence 

digital activism and media consumption patterns within the Nigerian higher education ecosystem. 

The data reveal a pronounced gender asymmetry, with females accounting for 72.2% (n = 255) of the 

sample, whilst males constitute only 27.8% (n = 98). In the context of Nigerian higher education and digital 

activism, this overwhelming female representation is highly significant. Historically, traditional public spheres 

and street protests in Nigeria have been male-dominated due to safety concerns and patriarchal socio-

cultural norms (Olaitan, 2024). However, the digital sphere democratises participation. This high female 

turnout in the online sample suggests that social media platforms like Facebook served as a safe, accessible, 

and egalitarian space for female students to engage with the #EndSARS movement. As highlighted by 

Olaitan (2024), digital spaces offered a layer of physical anonymity and security, allowing women to actively 

participate in political discourse and express solidarity without facing the immediate threats of state violence 

and physical harassment present on the streets. 

The age distribution is heavily concentrated in the emerging adulthood bracket, with 61.5 per cent of 

respondents aged between 18 and 20 years (n = 217), and a combined 87.6% falling between 18 and 23 

years. Conversely, early adolescents aged 15 to 17 represent 10.5% (n = 37), whilst those under 15 

constitute a negligible 2.0% (n = 7). This concentration aligns precisely with scholarly consensus on the 

demographic profile of the #EndSARS movement, which was fundamentally a youth-led uprising driven by 

"Generation Z" and young millennials (Aboh, 2024). The predominance of undergraduate students aged 18 

to 23 indicates that the study captured the exact demographic segment most aggrieved by the Special Anti-

Robbery Squad (SARS) profiling, which frequently targeted young Nigerians based on their age and 

technology ownership. It confirms that the sample represents the primary digitally literate cohort capable 

of leveraging social media architectures for rapid socio-political mobilisation (Aboh, 2024). 

An overwhelming majority of the respondents are single, accounting for 94.1% (n = 332) of the sample, 

compared to just 5.9% who are married (n = 21). Marital status heavily influences time allocation, civic 

priorities, and digital habits. Unmarried university students typically possess greater temporal flexibility and 
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fewer domestic responsibilities than their married peers. This high proportion of single respondents explains 

the intensive digital engagement with the protest updates. These individuals possessed the discretionary 

time required to track rapidly evolving online narratives, share digital content, and participate in continuous 

online discourses, a phenomenon well-documented in studies concerning student political engagement 

during crises (Olanrewaju et al., 2024). 

The distribution across academic levels shows that the sample is dominated by mid-to-late-stage 

undergraduates. Students in their 200 level comprise 32.6% (n = 115) and 300 level students account for 

36.5% (n = 129), collectively making up 69.1% of the cohort. First-year students at the 100 level represent 

a minor 7.9% (n = 28), whilst final-year or professional-track students at the 400 and 500 levels constitute 

18.7% (n = 66) and 4.2% (n = 15) respectively. The concentration of 200 and 300 level students suggests 

a sample that has successfully acclimated to the university environment, possesses established peer 

networks, and exhibits the cognitive maturity necessary to engage with complex political topics like state-

sanctioned violence and governance reform. According to Agbiboa (2022), mid-level undergraduates are 

often at the peak of their campus associational life, making them highly susceptible to peer influence and 

collective digital action during national events. 

Table 2: Respondents’ demographic factors 

Demographic profile Frequency  Percentage(s) 

Gender   
Male 98 27.8 
Female 255 72.2 
   
Age   
<15 7 2.00 
15-17 37 10.5 
18-20 217 61.5 
21-23 62 17.6 
>23 30 8.5 
   
Marital Status   
Single 332 94.1 
Married 21 5.9 
   
Level of Study   
100 level 28 7.9 
200 level  115 32.6 
300 level 129 36.5 
400 level 66 18.7 
500 level 15 4.2 
   
Do you have a Facebook account?   
Yes 353 100 
No - - 
   
Did you follow up updates on the 
#EndSARS protest via Facebook? 

  

Yes 353 100 
No -  - 

Source: authors’ own elaboration 
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A critical finding is the absolute homogeneity regarding Facebook ownership and protest tracking, with 

100% (n = 353) of the respondents affirming both parameters. In quantitative research, zero variance in 

baseline variables indicates a highly filtered sample. This perfect uniformity confirms that Facebook was not 

merely a secondary communication channel, but a primary informational infrastructure for university 

students during the crisis. The data underscores the platform's role as a pervasive, real-time news source 

that bridged the gap between physical protests and student observers, ensuring total informational 

saturation among the sampled population. This aligns with the observations of Obia (2023), who noted that 

amid media censorship or mainstream broadcast gaps during the protests, social media platforms became 

the exclusive, trusted repositories for alternative public updates.l 

To establish a baseline for the data, the first objective analysis examined the descriptive patterns and 

averages across the sample population (N = 353). All variables were measured on a standard scale ranging 

from 1.00 to 5.00, as presented in Table 3. 

Among the Facebook sharing habits, sharing police victimisation scenes was clearly the most dominant 

behaviour, recording the highest average score (M = 4.37), (SD = 0.69). The low standard deviation shows 

that participants exhibited low variance in frequently posting these graphic scenes. Sharing protest 

situational reports emerged as the second most frequent activity (M = 3.91), (SD = 0.87), indicating strong 

user engagement with real-time updates. By contrast, sharing economic hardship scenarios was the least 

active factor (M = 3.18), (SD = 1.14). The higher standard deviation indicates that responses regarding 

economic struggles were much more divided and spread out. 

For the dependent variable, active #EndSARS protest participation recorded a high baseline average (M = 

3.93), (SD = 0.98). This indicates that the sampled individuals were deeply involved in the movement. 

Taken together, these descriptive statistics demonstrate that online engagement with police brutality and 

real-time protest tracking were far more central to this sample than discussions surrounding economic 

hardships. 

 

Table 3: Descriptive analysis of the study’s variables 

Variable Number of 

items 

Min Max Mean 

(M) 

Std. Deviation 

(SD) 

      

Sharing Police Victimisation 10 1.00 5.00 4.37 0.69 

Sharing Economic Hardship scenarios  9 1.00 5.00 3.18 1.14 

Sharing Protest Situational Reports 10 1.00 5.00 3.91 0.87 

#EndSARS Protest Participation 10 1.00 5.00 3.93 0.98 

Source: authors’ own elaboration 

 

The second research objective evaluated the first hypothesis regarding the correlation between sharing 

police victimisation scenes on Facebook and #EndSARS protest participation. As demonstrated in Table 4, 

the statistical outcome indicates that H1 is supported (r = .742, p < .01), establishing a strong, positive, 

and statistically significant relationship between these variables. This outcome demonstrates that exposure 
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to the digital documentation of police brutality acts as a potent behavioural driver. Specifically, Facebook 

users are heavily motivated to transition from online observation to physical protest participation when 

graphic scenes of citizens experiencing state-sanctioned violence are circulated. This finding aligns with the 

scholarly framework of Lu and Peng (2024), who identified the digital documentation of police victimisation 

as a primary emotional and moral catalyst for rapid protest mobilisation. Furthermore, this result extends 

the empirical assertions of Lavender and Peetz (2022), who characterised mainstream social media 

architectures, particularly Facebook, as highly effective structural conduits for coordinating and accelerating 

civic resistance. Based on these dynamics, this study recommends the implementation of targeted platform 

content moderation and ethical user guidelines regarding the dissemination of highly distressing or violent 

media during national crises, thereby balancing public awareness against the potential escalation of volatile 

societal unrest. 

 

The third objective analysed the second hypothesis regarding whether a correlation exists between sharing 

economic hardship scenarios on Facebook and #EndSARS protest participation. The empirical analysis 

presented in Table 4 (r = .387, p > .01) indicates that H2 was not supported, demonstrating that the positive 

relationship between the two variables failed to reach statistical significance at the chosen strict threshold. 

This finding implies that the digital sharing of economic grievances or macroeconomic distress on Facebook 

does not serve as a primary behavioural trigger capable of propelling users to join the #EndSARS movement. 

Consequently, these results align partially with the structural perspectives of Asiamah (2024), who 

demonstrated that economic hardships stemming from systemic fiscal crises are experienced 

heterogeneously across demographic segments in developing countries. Conversely, this study provides an 

empirical counterpoint to the broader theoretical claims made by Jungkunz (2024) as well as Zharima et al. 

(2024), who illustrated that financial distress commonly functions as a universal catalyst for mass political 

action. Within the specific parameters of the Nigerian socio-political landscape, this finding demonstrates 

that generalised economic dissatisfaction, when mediated via social networks, was insufficient to 

independently trigger active protest participation. 

The fourth research objective evaluated the third hypothesis regarding whether a correlation exists between 

sharing protest situational reports on Facebook and #EndSARS protest participation. The statistical evidence 

presented in  Table 4 (r = .681, p < .01) confirms that H3 is fully supported, indicating that a robust, 

positive, and significant relationship exists between the sharing of real-time situational updates on Facebook 

and active participation in the #EndSARS campaign. This implies that eyewitness accounts, live logistical 

updates, and situational reporting posted directly from the protest grounds by active demonstrators function 

as immediate mobilising vectors. When external Facebook users encounter these real-time informational 

streams, the barrier to entry is lowered, prompting them to physically join the ongoing demonstrations. This 

outcome directly validates the empirical observations of Stamps and Mastro (2020), who highlighted the 

communicative efficacy of unmediated, ground-level situational reports in fostering public proximity and 

eliciting higher numbers of active participants during social movements. 
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Table 4: Hypotheses results between the independent variables and protest participation 

Independent Variables 

 

Dependent Variable  

(Protest Participation) 

r                            P-value 

Sharing Police Victimization Scenes  

Sharing  Economic Hardship Scenarios  

Sharing  Situational Reports 

.742**                .001 

.387**                .228 

. 681**               .001 

Source: authors’ own elaboration. Notes: **. Correlation is significant at the .01 level (2-tailed). 

 

To address the final objective of this study regarding the fourth hypothesis (H4), a multiple regression 

analysis was conducted to determine the relative predictive power of the independent variables on 

#EndSARS protest participation (Table 5). The empirical results reveal that sharing police victimisation 

scenes on Facebook was the most powerful predictor of protest involvement, accounting for a substantial 

portion of the variance (β = 0.512), or a (51.2%)  relative weight. This finding aligns with Lu and Peng 

(2024), who established that visual evidence of state-sanctioned violence acts as a critical moral shock that 

rapidly elicits collective action. 

Comparatively, sharing protest situational reports emerged as the second strongest predictor, yielding a 

44.7% predictive weight in explaining participation. This underscores the capacity of real-time logistical 

updates to mobilise passive Facebook users, drawing individuals into active demonstrations which such users 

initially had no intention of joining. This outcome corroborates Adegbola et al. (2022), who argued that 

digital situational reports are potent tools for reducing informational uncertainty and shaping the operational 

outlook of a protest. 

Conversely, sharing economic hardship scenarios exerted the weakest influence, contributing only 24.6% to 

the model. This minimal effect clarifies why economic hardship failed to establish a significant or positive 

correlation with #EndSARS participation. This nuance supports Asiamah (2024), who demonstrated that 

macroeconomic crises and systemic hardships are experienced differentially across developing nations where 

state-sponsored welfare safety nets are virtually absent. Within the Nigerian socioeconomic context, where 

structural economic hardship is a normalised, chronic reality rather than an acute grievance, digital exposure 

to hardship narratives proved insufficient to compel physical protest mobilisation compared to the visceral 

provocation of police brutality. 

 

Table 4: Contribution made by each independent variable on ENDSARS Protest Participation 

 Unstandardized 
Coefficients (B) 

Std Error Standardized 
Coefficients (Beta) 

t 
 

Sig 
 

      

1(Constant) 6.758 1.722 - 5.080 .001 

Sharing Police 
Victimization Scene 
 

.50.19 .069 .512 8.244 .001 

Sharing Economic 
Hardship Scenarios  
 

.132 .032 .246 4.681 .001 

Sharing Protest 
Situational Reports  

.507 .067 .447 7.596 .009 
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However, the three independent variables jointly accounted for 61.6% of the variance in #EndSARS protest 

participation, as detailed in Table 6. According to standard statistical benchmarks, this indicates a substantial 

effect size and demonstrates strong goodness of fit for the proposed explanatory model. This high degree 

of explanatory power confirms that digital engagement, particularly through the processes of sharing 

grievances and real-time updates, serves as a robust framework for investigating modern protest dynamics. 

Consequently, future researchers are encouraged to replicate this model and incorporate additional 

psychological or structural antecedents to further enhance its predictive robustness in diverse geopolitical 

contexts. 

 

Table 5: Model summary 

R R Square 
Adjusted R 

Square 

Std. Error of the 

Estimate 
Sig F Change 

.821a .621 .616 5.79916 .001 

 

6. Conclusions 

This study shows that social media mobilisation during the #EndSARS movement depended heavily on the 

specific type of content shared online. Digital exposure to police misconduct and live protest updates 

successfully drove people to join physical protests, while posts about economic hardship had no significant 

effect. This variation indicates that immediate moral shock and real-time visual proof are more powerful 

drivers of collective action than long-standing economic struggles, which citizens often view with fatalism. 

Because video and photographic evidence of police violence was the strongest factor in predicting actual 

protest participation, addressing the viral spread of raw crisis data is critical. Consequently, these findings 

suggest that relevant authorities and communication policymakers should consider structured frameworks 

for managing inflammatory digital media during periods of civil unrest. 

This study extends framing theory by applying it to social media mobilisation during the Nigerian #EndSARS 

protest. The empirical data show how specific content types on Facebook, namely shared clips of police 

brutality and live situational updates, directly encourage users to join physical protests. Visual evidence of 

police violence was the most influential frame for driving citizen action. By quantitatively linking these specific 

digital frames to the continuation of public unrest, this research provides concrete empirical evidence 

showing how online media frames translate into physical protest participation. 

Despite its contributions, this study has several limitations that open avenues for future inquiry. First, the 

analysis was restricted to three independent variables: sharing police victimisation scenes, economic 

hardship scenarios, and live situational reports. Future research should expand this scope by examining 

other potential drivers of mobilisation, such as perceived structural grievances, systemic injustice, public 

policy failures, institutional accountability demands, and digital influencer engagement. Second, the sample 

exhibited a significant female gender bias. To enhance generalisability, prospective scholars should employ 

diversified recruitment strategies to ensure a more balanced gender demographic. Finally, this study relied 

exclusively on a quantitative methodology. Future research would benefit from qualitative or mixed-methods 
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approaches to uncover deeper, nuanced conceptual dimensions of digital framing that quantitative metrics 

may fail to capture. 
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